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2027 PLANNING EDITION

Private safaris • One group in camp • Direct planning with Gerhard Vermaak
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1. Start with the right safari plan
A good safari begins with a written plan that matches your target animals, available days, preferred hunting
method, physical ability and travel expectations. Waidmannsheil Safaris plans private hunts for one group at
a time, allowing the daily programme to remain flexible.

What to decide first
• Your priority animals and acceptable alternatives.

• Rifle, bow or a combination, subject to the hunting area and applicable rules.

• Number of hunters and observers travelling together.

• Preferred month and a second-choice travel window.

• Package safari or a custom quotation built around your list.

Planning note

Public trophy fees and packages are useful planning figures. Your final written quotation should

confirm dates, hunting area, trophy categories, daily rates, inclusions, exclusions, availability, quota

and any permits before you book.

Typical trip structure

Day Typical activity

Arrival Meet-and-greet at O. R. Tambo International Airport and arranged transfer.

Hunting days Daily plan based on target species, weather, tracks, wind and field conditions.

Departure Return transfer according to the written itinerary.
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2. Flights, arrival and documents
International hunters normally arrive through O. R. Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg. Do not buy
non-refundable domestic connections or make firearm arrangements until your outfitter has confirmed the
written itinerary.

Carry-on document folder
• Passport with sufficient validity and blank pages for the trip.

• Return flight and accommodation details.

• Travel insurance and emergency contact information.

• Prescription medication in original packaging, plus copies of prescriptions.

• Written safari quotation and airport-transfer contact details.

• Firearm documents and permits when bringing your own rifle.

Bringing a rifle
South African firearm-import requirements and airline rules can change. Confirm the current process with
the outfitter and the relevant airline well before departure. A rifle-rental option may reduce paperwork and
airline handling, but the model, calibre, ammunition and rental fee should be confirmed in writing.

Important

Never rely on an old forum post, screenshot or previous safari for current firearm paperwork. Verify the

current requirements for your exact travel date and route.

Communication from the USA
Email and Facebook Messenger are convenient for initial questions. WhatsApp remains useful while
travelling because it works over Wi-Fi. Save the outfitter's telephone number and email offline before
departure.
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3. What to pack
Pack for practical field use rather than a different outfit every day. Neutral clothing, broken-in footwear and
layers are more useful than excessive luggage. Laundry arrangements should be confirmed for the selected
camp.

Field clothing 2-3 neutral shirts, 2 trousers, warm layer, light rain shell, cap or brimmed hat

Footwear Broken-in hunting boots, camp shoes and suitable socks

Optics Binoculars, lens cloth and optional compact rangefinder

Personal Sunscreen, lip balm, insect repellent, medication and small first-aid items

Travel Power adapter, charging cables, copies of documents and luggage identifiers

Rifle gear Only after current airline, permit and ammunition rules are confirmed

Leave room for the essentials
Keep travel documents, medication, one change of clothing and critical optics in carry-on luggage where
airline rules allow. Do not pack prohibited items or ammunition without confirming the exact airline and
permit procedure.
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4. Costs and questions to ask
A responsible comparison looks beyond the advertised trophy fee. Ask for the complete written cost
structure and understand when each payment is due.

Confirm in writing
• Hunter and observer daily rates.

• Animals included in a package and trophy fees for additions.

• Airport transfers, accommodation, meals and beverages.

• Rifle rental and ammunition if required.

• Field preparation of trophies.

• Items normally excluded: international flights, taxidermy, dip and pack, export documentation, international
shipping, insurance and gratuities.

• Deposit, cancellation and rescheduling terms.

Trophy handling
Field preparation is only the first part of the process. Taxidermy, dip and pack, veterinary or export
documentation and international freight are normally handled and invoiced separately by the selected
service providers. Ask for an outline of the process and independent quotations before deciding where the
trophies will be prepared.

Availability

Species, trophy category, hunting area, quota and permit availability can change. Treat website

availability as an invitation to enquire, not a guarantee, until the outfitter confirms it in writing.
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5. Your enquiry checklist
Send the following information to receive a useful first quotation:

• Full name, country and preferred contact method.

• Preferred month or date range.

• Number of hunters and observers.

• Priority animals and optional animals.

• Rifle, bow or rental-rifle preference.

• Any mobility, dietary or accommodation considerations.

• Whether this is your first African safari.

Plan directly with Gerhard
Waidmannsheil Safaris hosts one group in camp at a time and plans each safari directly with Gerhard
Vermaak. Ask questions before committing: a clear written plan protects both hunter and outfitter and helps
everyone arrive with the same expectations.

Website: waidmannsheilsafaris.com

Email: info@waidmannsheilsafaris.com

Phone / WhatsApp: +27 73 750 5023

Arrival airport: O. R. Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg

This guide is general planning information, not legal, airline, firearm, immigration, medical or veterinary advice. Requirements and
availability change. Confirm current rules with the relevant authorities, airline and your outfitter before travel.


